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In the classic Greek sto-
ries the lliad and the Odyssey,
the warrior Odysseus was called
to leave his home of Ithaca to
fight against the Trojans. In his
absence, he left his dearly loved
son Telemachus in the care of a
man named Mentor. While
Odysseus was gone — 20 years!
— Mentor “fathered” Telemachus
as if he were his own son. Ever
since, Mentor's name has been
associated with anyone who |
“mentors” or guides someone &
through life. ’

The Bible is full of

“Neither rugged individual-

ism, a lone ranger spiritual-

ity, nor a ‘me and Jesus’ ap-
proach to life is an option for
the Christian who seeks to
be guided by God and to live
biblically.”—Howard Baker

“mentoring relationships.
Moses mentored Joshua in
the faith and taught him
how to lead the Israelites
into the Promised Land.
Paul instructed and mod-
eled the Christian faith for

young Timothy. Paul even
went so far as to write to the church in Corinth, “I urge you
to imitate me. ... Follow my example as | follow the example
of Christ.” And of course, the Mentor above all others, the
True Shepherd, is Jesus Christ himself who says, “Come to
me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls.”

The Christian life is one of relationships. We are
constantly being mentored or shepherded by someone — for
better or for worse. We are either being shaped more into
the image of Christ or more into the image of the world.
Howard Baker writes, “Neither rugged individualism, a lone
ranger spirituality, nor a ‘me and Jesus’ approach to life is
an option for the Christian who seeks to be guided by God
and to live biblically.” We need mentors. We need guides.
We need shepherds. We need each other.

So who are the people who have helped shape
your life in Christ? Can you name some people? Here's a
short list of some of the folks who have mentored me over
the years: my parents, Dan Landstra (high school Bible
teacher), Chris Theule-VanDam (Young Life leader), and
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Tom Schwanda and Doug
Felch (professors at RBC).
Then there are those Chris-
tians whom I've never met, but
whose books have been surro-
gate mentors:  J.I. Packer,
Eugene Peterson, Henri Nou-
{ wen, John Calvin, and
Augustine. These are a few of
mine, who are some of yours?
+ What if we talked more openly
about the people who have
been significant faith-
shapers— —good or bad—in
our lives? That itself might be
a faith-shaping conversation to
have around the dinner table or with your small group!

These people are spiritual shepherds, keeping us on
the path to a Christ-shaped life. All of us here at Crossroads
have been blessed with one such shepherd — Pastor Mark.
For twenty-five years, Pastor Mark has been mentoring,
shepherding, and pointing people to Jesus Christ. For the
ten years that he has ministered in and to this congregation,
he continues to guide us and challenge us to “live in the
goodness of God and the life-changing way of Jesus.”
Whether through his sermons or a conversation over a cup of
coffee, he challenges each of us to become “bold Jesus—
proclaimers, generous gift—givers, and active world—
changers.”

So during this month of Pastor Appreciation let's try
to find creative ways (a phone call, email, card, etc.) to give
thanks for Pastor Mark and others like him who have men-
tored us in the faith. Together, let's give God thanks for
these mentors and let's continue to spur one another on by
telling the stories of the people who have shaped our faith in
Christ. —NMark VanderWerf

Show Pastor Vermaire and his family how much ypu
appreciate them this month in word, with a card, or
with a gift. Be creative with your own individual
plan or get together with a group of people to dd

something special.




Thursday, October 1
7:00Pm  Love & Respect

Saturday, October 3
7:00pMm  Middle School Youth Group

Sunday, October 4
9:30AM All Nations Heritage
Morning Worship Service with
Camino al Cielo
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
-0- No Church School/Adult Ed.
11:15 Potluck (see ad on page 3)

Tuesday, October 6

8:45aAM Tuesday Morning Small Group
7:15pM  Men’s Book Group

7:30 Adult Bible Study at GOR

Wednesday, October 7

7:00pM  All Worship Team Meeting
7:00 Women'’s Book Group

7:15 Executive Committee Meeting
7:30 Men’s Group

Thursday, October 8
9:30aM Mother’s of Young Children

Sunday, October 11
9:30aM Morning Worship Service
11:00 Church School & Adult Education

Tuesday, October 13

8:45aM Tuesday Morning Small Group
7:15pM  Men’s Book Group

7:30 Adult Bible Study at GOR

Wednesday, October 14
6:00PM Video Team Meeting
7:00 Full Council Meeting
7:00 GEMS & Cadets
7:30 Men’s Group

Saturday, October 17
7:00pMm  Middle School Youth Group

Sunday, October 18

9:30aM Morning Worship Service
-0- No Church School/Adult Ed
10:45  Light Lunch (provided)
11:45 Assessment Report

Monday, October 19
7:00pm  Deacons Meeting

Tuesday, October 20

8:45aM Tuesday Morning Small Group
7:15pM  Men’s Book Group

7:30 Adult Bible Study at GOR

Wednesday, October 21
7:00pPM  Women's Book Group
7:30 Men’s Group

Thursday, October 22
9:30aM Mother’s of Young Children

Friday, Oct 23—Saturday, Oct 24
3:00pm  Cadet Campout

Sunday, October 25

9:30AM World Hunger Sunday
Morning Worship Service

11:00  Church School & Adult Ed

Tuesday, October 27

8:45aM Tuesday Morning Small Group

7:00pMm  Stephen Ministry

7:15 Men’s Book Group

7:30 Adult Bible Study at GOR

Wednesday, October 28
7:00pMm  Elders Meeting
7:00 Stephen Ministry
7:00 GEMS & Cadets

Saturday, October 31
9:00aM Middle School Youth Group

We share our facilities with Camino al
Cielo, a Spanish speaking congregation
led by Pastor Jose Balderas.
They use the facilities on Sundays at
12:30pPMm, Thursdays at 7:00pP™m, and
Saturdays at 6:00AM.

Please update your church directory

Vermaire, Josh & Heidi
231 Aurora Ave

San Marcos, CA 92078

(same phone numbers)

Frank Zuidema 10/02
John Beutlich 10/02
Daniel Stout 10/02
Lisa Mell 10/04
Arlan Visser 10/05
Mollie Schemper 10/06
Christian Anderson 10/08
Marilyn Faber 10/11
Ann Reidel 10/11
Carolyn Cooper 10/11
Kate Van Zante 10/12
Jenna Steid| 10/13
Drea Arendse 10/14
Lucas Vermaire 10/15
Torrey Casamento 10/17
Chloe Wilgenburg 10/17
Ryan Bons 10/18
Linda Van Solkema 10/19
Carol Beezhold 10/22
Luke Steenstra 10/25
Sue Wagenveld 10/27
Sylvia Wilgenburg 10/28
Shelby Van Engen 10/29
Maxine Van Engen 10/30
Kris Schultz 10/30
Anneke de Jong 10/31
Mike & Sherry Schwab 10/08

Marvin & Doreen Heintschel10/08

Chet & Marilyn Faber 10/16

Hank & Su Kraus 10/19

= A “Special” Birthday or Anniversary

We welcome and encourage news from the congregation for the newsletter. All submis-
sions are subject to approval by the office staff or the council (as needed). Any items for
the newsletter are due the 15™ of each month for publication the following month.




All Nations
Heritage Sunday!

#3%'
&H'N"
#
$ %
#

" %
%!, %
x4 LI
12 % 3
* 0p n
% % 6 %!

H S IN&ESS (

#$$
' ($)! *+
%

+/1 %0

%.

The October-Weekends
Assessment Schedule

Friday (October 9):

10:00 — 11:30 am: Seniors/Long-timers
Been here ten years or so? Or over 60
and able to join in? Come for coffee
and give the team your insights.

1:00 — 2:30 pm: Staff/Ministry Leaders
For the paid staff of the church (except
for the pastor)

2:30 — 5:30 pm: Mark & Lori Vermaire
Three HOURS?!! (Yes. There’s plenty
of time for snacking.)

7:00 — 8:30 pm: Newcomers
Have you been attending recently? Or
joined in the last three years? Come
and help us look at ourselves.

Saturday (October 10):
9:00 — 10:30 am: Open Group (1 focus group)

Ministry Workers (1 focus group)

If you can’t find another group that fits
you, come join with others in the “Open
Group.”

If youre a Church School Teacher,
Small Group Leader, Cadets or Gems
Leader, Worship Team Member, or the
like, join this group.

10:30 am — 12:00 pm: Church Council
Members of the Council (without the
pastor)

Sunday (October 11)

The Assessment Team will join us for worship
and fellowship in order to participate in our life
together on a Sunday morning.

Sunday (October 18)
9:30 — 10:45 a.m.: Worship

10:45 — 11:45 a.m.: Light Lunch
11:45 — 2 pm...: The Assessment Report
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This Bible study for adults meets Sunday evenings at
7:30PM. They were on break for the summer months, but
plan to start back up in September. They will be finishing
up Isaiah and selecting a new study. For more information,
please talk to Terry or Jayne Kok at 760.744.9329.

The Tuesday Morning Small Group will continue with the
Love and Respect series. Normal meeting time will be
from 8:45—10:00aM. Contact Nettie Steenstra
(760.839.0596) with questions.

This group continues to meet on Tuesday nights at 7:15pPm
at the Varvel's. Contact Vic Varvel at 760.535.9572 for
information on this group. We are reading Fresh Power by
Jim Cymbala. Men of all ages are welcome.

pn
Crossroads sponsors a Bible Study at Green Oak Ranch
each Tuesday evening; both GOR residents and Cross-
roads members attend this study which meets in the Com-
munity Room at 7:30PM. Visitors are always welcome. Jo
Henry will continue to lead the group. Contact her with
guestions.

#
A Fall Men's Group for all ages will meet on the 1st & 3rd
Wednesdays of the month from September-December.
We will have a time of food, fellowship, and discussion.
October meetings are the 7th & 21st at 7:30Pm. Contact
Mike Wagenveld (760.738.0819) with questions.

$ # |

Women who enjoy reading—usually novels—and desire
the fellowship and friendship of other women are invited to
join the Women'’s Book Group. Consider joining this group
either for the discussion of a specific title or as a regular
member. Our books have included a wide variety of nov-
els and an occasional non-fiction title. We have read both
classics and contemporary best sellers. We all feel that
our reading repertoire has been enriched by reading
books the wide variety of books chosen by the group.
Most of our books do not have an overtly Christian theme,
but our discussion is influenced by our Christian mind set.
Our next book is The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel
Society by Mary Ann Shaffer. Other upcoming titles are
The Promise by Chaim Potok and Stealing Buddha'’s Din-
ner by Bich Minh Nguyen. Watch the bulletin for details. In
October we plan to meet on the 7th and 21st. We usually
meet at Suanne Varvel's home at 7pM, and a car pool
leaves Escondido from Trena Boonstra’s home at 6:45.
Call either Suanne or Trena if you have questions.

%& '

Are you a mother with young children at home? Do you
want a place where you can go to have honest discus-
sions about the joys and challenges of being a mother?
Come to the Mothers of Young Children Group! Our
meeting for October are on the 8th & 22nd at 9:30AM at
church. Nursery and toddler classes are provided. Talk to
Joanie Geckler or Sarah Verhoeven with any questions.

The Crossroads Service Group

is active every week in a variety of service and outreach ministries in our community.

Feel free to join them for any of the following service opportunities this month—more volunteers are always welcome!

Thursday, October 1: Serve breakfast at Interfaith
Thursday, October 8: Serve dinner at Merle's Place

As always, anyone who has suggestions and/or questions for the Service Group, or would like to participate in any of
the above service projects, can contact the group leader Pat Medendorp at 760.747.2257.
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Middle School Youth Leaders:
Danae & Paul Lapka (760.432.8876)

Our meetings this month will be:

- October 3: 7:00-9:00pm Game night at Niels de
Jong’s home. Bring a flashlight. Eighth graders take
a snack to share with the group. Drop-off and pick-
up at de Jongs’ home (598 Felicia Lane, San Mar-
cOSs).
October 17: 7:00-9:00pm  Meeting at church—
prepare for World Missions Market.
October 31: 9:00-11:00am Meeting at church—make
care bags for the homeless and read through the
Christmas program play.

High School Youth:
Call the office with questions (760.744.4673)

Check the weekly bulletin for group meetings and events
throughout the month.

***Here are some pictures from our Back-to-
School Party at the Vander Pol’s last month:

(

GEMS Girl's Club is for all girls in grades 3rd-8th. They
meet on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month from
7:00-9:00pM at Church.

Head Counselor: Sue Wagenveld (760.738.0819)

October 14 meeting at church.
October 28 meeting at church.

Watch the weekly bulletins for more details!

Cadets Boy’'s Club is for all boys in grades 4th-8th.
They meet on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month
from 7:00-9:00PM at Church.

Head Counselor: Lauren Jongetjes (760.761.4857)
October 14 meeting at church.
October 23—Oct 24 Campout at Melrose Ranch.

Meet at Calvin Christian School at 3pm.
October 28 meeting at church.

Watch the weekly bulletins for more details.




Crossroads CRC has been a

Stephen Ministry church for

about 3 years. We are part of
an international and interdenominational ministry.
Stephen Ministry is a group of trained Christian
lay care givers. Crossroads has a team of 8
Stephen Ministers and 2 Stephen Leaders. We
are available to assist any Crossroads members
or friends who are experiencing a difficult or crisis
time in life such as a chronic illness, job loss,
marital stress, grief, caretaking responsibilities for
a homebound family member, and many other
situations. Stephen Ministers do not take the
place of professional care; in fact, we encourage
those in need of professional care to take full ad-
vantage of that support.

A Stephen Ministry relationship is a confidential
one between the care receiver and the care giver.
Reports are not given to the pastor, elders, family
members or others without the permission of the
care receiver. A care giving relationship may be
short term or long term depending on the situa-
tion.

The Stephen Ministry philosophy is that we are
the care givers but God is the cure giver. Most
people will eventually get through their situations
without outside help. However, receiving support
within the Christian community can be valuable
both to the care giver and the care receiver. The
person who today may be in need of support later
may be a caregiver for someone in a similar cir-
cumstance.

Stephen Leaders at Crossroads are Carol
Beezhold and Trena Boonstra Contact either
one of us if you have questions about Stephen
Ministry, know someone who might benefit from a
Stephen Minister, or perhaps feel that you your-
self would benefit from the support of a caring,
trained, Christian care giver.
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Record Breaking News!

Let's break a world record, make record breaking news and contribute to the call to
end poverty. Come to Grape Day Park in Escondido at noon on Sunday, October
19th. Be part of this international and global Guinness book of World Records attempt.
We will form a giant white band and let others know that we won't stand by while oth-
ers die from poverty. This coincides with Escondido’s Street Faire, so join StandUP,
then go on to enjoy the fair. “Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for
the rights of all who are destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the

poor and needy.” —Proverbs 31: 8-9.

11AM - 5PM
Gift market and Justice Day
6PM - 9PM Evening Rally

Justice Day is a festival-type event bringing together or-
ganizations from all over the county in one central loca-
tion giving the community the ability to review causes
'one stop shop' style. More importantly, Justice Day will
give members of the community the opportunity to get
involved with something that inspires them personally!
We will also be holding our annual Alternative Gift Mar-
ket at the Justice Day event, so plan your Christmas gift
purchasing early!

The event will be held in Kit Carson Park at the famous
Escondido Skate Park and Amphitheatre 3315 Bear Val-
ley Parkway, Escondido 92025.

Justice Day is being organized by a group of volunteers
in Escondido and they need your help. Get your college,
high school, club, youth group, or non-profit organization
in involved! Contact Bethany to volunteer.

The Justice Day Event is free! Tickets for The Justice
Day Evening Rally are on sale now.

If you wish to assist with the Alternative Gift Mar ket
this year please contact Su Kraus.

623 Concord Place
SELRVET]

Questions?
Call Cory Verner

760.798.1616
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6:00-6:30pPMm Arrival and fellowship
6:30-7:00PM Dinner
7:00-7:30PM Presentation
7:30-8:30pPMm Discussion & Fellowship

Join us in San Marcos to share a simple
meal, connect with others who care
about global justice issues and hear a
presentation. Lively discussion and fel-
lowship will follow. You will also have
the opportunity to share what you are
doing for justice, and to share informa-
tion about events that promote justice.
Help us build a network of justice.
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Please take advantage of this opportunity to minister to needy children throughout the world.
This year we will be collecting fully-packed boxes from individuals and families, just as we've
done in the past few years. There will be a table set up outside of church on October 25 that
will include fliers with directions about how to pack your boxes, extra boxes and some supplies
to help you get started. The completed boxes can be returned to church anyt  ime before or

on November 1. Mark and Nettie Steenstra will then take them to the distribution center for you.

Operation Christmas Child brings joy and hope to children in desperate situations around the world through gift-filled
shoe boxes and the Good News of God’s love. This program of Samaritan’s Purse provides an opportunity for people
of all ages to be involved in a simple, hands-on missions project while focusing on the true meaning of Christmas—
Jesus Christ, God’s greatest gift. Along with shoe box gifts, millions of children are given Gospel booklets in their own
language. Since 1993, Operation Christmas Child has distributed 61 million gift-filled shoe boxes to impoverished boys
and girls around the world. For more information, check out their web site at www.samaritanspurse.org.
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Sunday, November 8 is the
International Day of Prayer 0) . (
for the Persecuted Church /0 #

Every day, Christians around the world 5 K K (

are being persecuted for their faith. On

>
November 9, please join the worldwide % % I
Church in prayer for those being persecuted, 0 :
their oppressors, the nations they live in,
and the people who ignore the persecution. ) %
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Worship Team [Danae Lapka] Opening/Closing  [Jeff Hickox]

October 4: Anita Termaat , Jayne Jansen, Paul & Danae Lapka 10/4 Randy Nagel
October 11: Vicki Van Essen , Nichole Beutlich, Dorissa Radersma, Bill Stout 10/11  George Henry
October 18: Anita Termaat , Tyler & Tami Schemper, Rachael Vander Werf 10718  Jeff Hickox

October 25: Sarah Verhoeven, Jayne Jansen, Paul & Danae Lapka 10/25  Jim Kroon

: . Sunday Greeters [Kathy Zuid
Children’s Worship  [Tami Schemper] Oct yBert&CobyT[or? y Zuidema]

October 4: Anna Vos, Levi Faber, Mark Bakker Tanno/Dawn Gomolka & family
October 11: Dorissa Radersma, Annabelle Kraus, Jacob Stout
October 18: Tami Schemper, Kara Steenstra, Niels de Jong

October 25: Dawn Gomolka, Dotti Hejka, Sophie Kraus Sound Crew [Frank Bons]

10/4 Randy Nagel
10/11  Frank Steidl

Nursery/Child Care [Dorissa Radersma & Sarah Verhoeven] 10/18  Frank Bons
(*denotes person in charge) 10/25 Rick De Baan
October 4: 9:30: Infant: *Jo Henry, Judy Lovette, Sarah Wagenveld
9:30: Toddler: Laura te Velde, Trevor Vander Pol
October 11: 9:30: Infant: *Diane Jasa, Kim Bakker, Megan Van Solkema Projection Crew [Marlys Hickox]
9:30: Toddler: Tyler Schemper, Sarah Katje 10/4 Marlys Hickox/Dan Stout
October 18: 9:30: Infant: *Nettie Steenstra, Nichole Beutlich, Ashley Van Zante 10/11  Rod Koelewyn
9:30: Toddler: Ned Vander Pol, Mark Bakker 10/18 Linda Van Solkema

October 25: 9:30: Infant: *Kathy Zuidema , Danae Lapka, Sophie Kraus 10/25  Mike Schwab

9:30: Toddler: Jonathan Beutlich, Ryan Bons

Video Crew [Danae Lapka]

Ushers [Mike Carlson] 10/4  Jacob Stout

October 4: Lois Vander Pol (D), Luke Varvel (D), Jim Kroon, Joy Jasperse, Frank Bons 10/11  Robert de Jong

October 11: Levi Faber (D), Brian Verhoeven (D), Mike Carlson, Doug Van Solkema, 10/18 David Gomolka
Kevin Vos 10/25  Mark Bakker

October 18: Jayne Kok (D), Randy Nagel (D), Eric de Jong, Lyle Gorter, George teVelde
October 25: Luke Varvel (D), Brian Verhoeven (D), Dotti Hejka, Warren Van Dam,
Gary Radersma

Prayer of God'’s People [Office]
10/4 Pastor Mark Vermaire
10/11  Elder Mark Vander Werf

Refreshments [Suanne Varvel] 10/18 Deb Boonstra

October 4: (Suanne in charge ) Trena Boonstra, Anneke de Jong, , Sue te Velde 10/25  Jeff Hickox

October 11: (Silva in charge) Dawn Gomolka , Lonnie Gorter, Anna Vos, Sue Van Zante

October 18: (Dicky in charge) Diane Jasa, Pat Medendorp, Lois Vander Pol,

Kathy Zuidema, Open Table [Bill & Elsa Stout]
October 25: (Anna in charge) Joy Jasperse, Rebecca Ligtenberg, Judy Lovette, 10/4 No Open Table (Potluck)
Dorinda Vander Pol 10/11  Chuck & Diane Jasa

10/18 No Open Table (Assessment)
10/25 Rich & Trena Boonstra
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October 4: General Fund & Camino al Cielo
October 11: General Fund & CCS Tuition Aid
October 18: General Fund & Disability Concerns
October 25: General Fund & CRWRC World Hunger

The morning offerings are for our General Fund . Moneys collected pay for our own church’s operating expenses
(wages, insurance, utilities, etc.) as well as our denominational Ministry Shares (The Back to God Hour, CR World &
Home Missions, Calvin Seminary & College, etc.) Our NEW ‘09-'10 Budget commitment requires an avera ge
weekly offering of about $7,210.68.

Camino al Cielo: The offering will go for support of Iglesia Camino al Cielo, a Spanish speaking church that shares
our facilities. They use the facilities on Sundays and Thursdays and are led by Rev. Jose Balderas.

Calvin Christian School Tuition Aid are used to assist families from our church who are unable to pay full tuition.
Our commitment for the 2009-2010 school year is $25,025.00. Please prayerfully consider making a donation to this
fund throughout the school year.

CRC Disability Concerns: The Disability Concerns Ministry of the Christian Reformed Church helps churches to
include all of God’s people in their life and ministry so that all members know that they belong and can use their gifts
fully.

CRWRC World Hunger Campaign: The problem of hunger and justice around the world continues, as does the
need for our contributions of prayer, action, time and financial gifts. Through our World Hunger offering on October
25, we join thousands of others around the world who are doing their part to live justice and to love mercy so that
families and communities in need can experience God’'s love. Remember we are partners with Christ in our re-
sponse — please give generously.

%

The Noisy Change Offering and the Church School (pre-K—8th

The Deacons report the following offerings from the past grade) Special Offering that took place in June along with the Pat
month with thanks: & Oscar Fundraiser raised $530.16 for the CRWRC.

August '09 General Fund Offerings: $ 32,112.51 Listed below are the items that the Church Schoola  ttendees
Year To Date General Fund Offerings: $ 84,352.71 picked out and purchased with the monies.

(Fiscal Year June 2009-May 2010)

~ Other August Offerings: Blackboard & Chalk—Malawi
CCS Tuition Aid $ 2,499.00 Small Tools—North America
Outreach $ 343.00 Mosquito Nets—International
Church Relations $ 269.00 Doctor Visit for Orphans—Ethiopia
Benevolence $ 50.00 Immunizations for Children—Nigeria
Preschool Debt $ 6,228.00 Watipl‘iﬁfer_eﬁgﬁgl’ﬁz
Hospitality/Refreshments $ 526.00 Tools & Seed Packets—Nicaragua
Church Bookstore $ 16.00 Calf—Bangladesh
Multiplication Network $  255.36 Nutrition Kit—Honduras

Melvin & April Jackson (CRHM) $  480.00
Interfaith Community Services $  274.56

Tree Seedlings—Haiti
Goats—International

++



