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Recently | heard someone respond to a stunnlngly
beautiful and unexpected event in their life with the
exclamation, “Wow! Only God!” And I've had some of
those responses to things around Crossroads lately. I'd
like to share them with you. If you haven't noticed them,
thank God with me for some wonderful things in the life
of the church here:

1. For 100 people signing up for Life Groups, and for all

the joyful anticipation that these groups bring. Few saw
the hard work that Kim Bakker and the team did in
planning them. But what began as a question mark has
become an exclamation point!

2. For the life-changing work of God among us—most
obvious in Corey Hammond's sincere and beautiful
profession of faith and baptism, but also heard by others
in more private testimonies of what God is doing to make
our lives brand new.

3. For new members and friends among us—from the
Geerdes family joining and their four children being
baptized as part of God’s covenant community, to new
friends coming to explore where God is leading them,
and so helping us all grow in new ways.

4. For people’s delight in new things that God is leading
us in—like walking outside together during worship to
witness Corey’s immersion with all of us singing
“Amazing Grace” around the baptismal “grape bin.” A
vacationing guest that morning came up to me and said,
“l thank God that | could see such a sign of life in God’s
church today!”

5. For the Elders and Deacons and Staff—most
recently Mark Vander Werf’s willingness to join the staff
to lead the High School group through the rest of the
school year—who together are serious about wanting
the Spirit of Jesus to transform this church community to
God’s glory.
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6. For so many people who offer their gifts to teach and
lead children. As | write this | heard praise for Sylvia
Bons and Kathie Turner’s care for kids during the Mom’s
Group, “They do a great job!” That could be said of so
many here who care for and teach and lead our children,
pay attention to the needs of the building and property,
minister to members who are sufferings, and open their
homes and lives to new friends and families.
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7. For people who know that God’s calling sends us out

to minister in his name—from those who take others in,
like the Jasa’s rich hospitality for Elvis and his dad--to
those who go out—whether fulltime like Laura TeVelde
and Josh Vermaire working at Interfaith to many among
us who give food and drink to the homeless,
who sacrificially support ministries near and far, or take
an active role in shaping political realities in our
communities and world.

The list could be so much longer. Take a look
around. See people and notice what God is doing
through his church and her people. Thank God for what
God is calling you to and equipping you for.

Seeing all this, | respond, “Wow! Only God!” Join
me in heartfelt thanks and praise!
—Pastor Mark Vermaire

Everyone was amazed

and gave praise to God.
They were filled with awe
and said, "We have seen

remarkable things tnda)r_.""
— Luke 5:26




See page 4 for Life Group descriptions,
meeting times and locations. Call the office if
you are interested in joining a group.

Tuesday, February 2
7:00pMm  Stephen Ministry Meeting

Wednesday, February 3

7:00pM  All Worship Team Meeting
7:00  Executive Committee i #
7:00 Women'’s Book Group $ %

Friday, February 5— February 7 .
TBD  High School Youth Retreat i

Sunday, February 7
9:30AaM Morning Worship Service ! ’

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper " I'$ $% #
11:00  Church School & Adult Education " * %
' %
Monday, February 8 # 0$ % " %
7:00pm  Heidi Vermaire's Baby Shower & & &

Wednesday, February 10 * -
7:00pMm  Council Meeting ' 1 3
7:00 GEMS & Cadets

Thursday, February 11
9:30AM Mothers of Young Children

Saturday, February 13
2:30pm  Middle School Youth

Video Scavenger Hunt %

0,
Sunday, February 14 %

9:30aM Cadet Sunday
Morning Worship Service

11:00 Church School & Adult Education 2 $4 o

Monday, February 15 = A “Special” Birthday

7:00pm Deacons Meeting

Wednesday, February 17
7:00pPM Women's Book Group

Saturday, February 20
7:00pm  Middle School Youth

Sunday, February 21 5 6 #
9:30AM First Sunday of Lent " 0
Morning Worship Service 5., % %
11:00 Church School & Adult Education = A “Special” Anniversary
We share our facilities with Camino al
Wednesday, February 24 Cielo, a Spanish speaking congregation

7:00pPM GEMS & Cadets led by Pastor Jose Balderas.
They use the facilities on Sundays at

Thursday, February 25 12:30pm, Thursdays at 7:00pPMm, and
9:30am Mothers of Young Children Saturdays at 6:00AM.

Sunday, February 28
9:30aM 2nd Sunday of Lent
Morning Worship Service

11:00  Church School & Adult Education We welcome and encourage news from the congregation for the newsletter. All submis-

sions are subject to approval by the office staff or the council (as needed). Any items for
the newsletter are due the 15™ of each month for publication the following month.
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Story Talk!
Date: Monday, Feb. 1
Start Time: 11:00 AM

FOR CHILDREN

Description: Incorporating language stimulation
techniques with book looking and reading
presented by Children's Care Connection.

Lapsit Story Time

Date: Tuesdays (Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23)
Start Time:10:00 Am

Description: Stories, songs, rhymes
& movement activities for parents
and infants.

Toddler Story time

Date: Wednesdays (Feb. 3, 10, 17)
Start Time: 9:30 AM

Description: Stories, rhymes, songs
and movement for toddlers and an
accompanying adult.

Language & Songs
Date: Thursday, Feb. 25
Start Time: 11:00 AM
Description: Program by
Children’s Care
Connection for Children
18 mos. —3 years and an
adult offering
suggestions on
incorporating languages
stimulation that can be
adapted to daily
activities.

Pre-school Story time

Date: Wednesdays (Feb. 3, 10, 17)
Start Time: 10:30 Am

Description: Stories, rhymes, songs and
movement for toddlers and an
accompanying adult.

Healthy Smiles Story time

Date: Wednesday, Feb. 24

Start Time: 9:30 am and 10:30 AM

Description: Celebrate Children’s Dental Health mo  nth
with stories and dental health tips presented by YM CA
staff.

Toddler Play

Date: Thursdays, (Feb. 4, 11, 18)

Start Time: 9:30 AM

Description: Provides parents with activity
and position suggestions to promote play
and developmental skills for children.

FOR ADULTS & TEENS

People’s Post

Date: Wednesdays (Feb. 3, 10, 17, 24)
Start Time: 3:00 PM

Description: Tell your story of
growing up in, moving to and living

in San Diego. Receive your video
recorded story on CD and be
featured on voiceofsandiego.org

Cookie Decoration
Date: Tuesday, Feb. 9

Soap Making
Date: Thursday, Feb. 25

FOR THE FAMILY

Reading with the Rep

Start Time : 3:30pPMm
Description: Decorate heart shaped cookies
Contact Number: 760.891.3000 (Register by Feb. 4)

Start Time : 4:00pPm

Date: Friday, Feb. 5

Start Time: 6:00 PM

Description: Make plans to join us
for a reading from the stage
adaptation of “The Grapes of
Wrath” performed by actors with
The San Diego Repertory Theatre.

Description: Get a feel for the era of the Great
Depression by creating your own molded glycerin

Refreshments will be served.

#




*Please take note*

The meeting times and days of the groups are tenfae. Please contact the office or the
Life Group Leader if you are interested in joining one of these groups.

Serving Together-Pat Medendorp
Will not be offered this semester.

Missions-Trena Boonstra
Will not be offered this semester.

Sermon Response-Rod Koelewyn/Deb Boonstra

Join us on Sunday evenings for a time of Bible wtdiscussion,
prayer, and fellowship. We will use the scriptarel sermon from
that Sunday morning as the basis for our studydismlission.
Place: Rod Koelewyn's

Time: Sundays/6:08uv

Men’s Book Group-Vic Varvel

Men of all ages, come join us for a time to chajleand encourage

each other in our Christian lives. Over the monitesil read and

150 Ways to a Richer Life of Prayer-Pastor Mark

The Psalms (all 150 of them) are God's gift to hethe church to
pray widely and deeply. Join us for a discussibb2overy
different psalms and grow your life of prayer w@lod's people.
Place: Crossroad

Time: Thursdays/1:(M

Bible Study— Mike & Lois Vander Pol
Tony & Dicky Bons
Come join us for basic and life-related Bible Staahygl prayer.

discuss Donald Miller's engaging and wonderfuligedssable book You'll join a diverse and wonderful group of peap\&e'll hear

“A Million Miles in a Thousand Years”Combining this with
prayer, Biblical reflection, and friendship, wejitow in the life of
Christ together.

Place: Vic Varvel's

Time: Tuesdays/7: ¥

Family Group-Tyler & Tami Schemper

We invite families with young children to join us & Bible Study
called ‘Parenting with Purpose & GrateWe will determine
together when to meet and how to manage childcaimply, we
want to make it possible for young families to Inéeao participate
in the study.

Place: To be determined by group

Time: To be determined by group

Tuesday Morning Bible Study- Nettie Steenstra

The “Tuesday Morning Group” is a group of peoplemen or
women— who love the Lord and want to challenge stnehgthen
their faith. During this session we will study thaith Alive
resource Soul Poison — Exposing the Seven Deadly’Siis  will

God speak to us in surprising and wonderful waysiugh the Old
Testament book of Numbers. Expect your daily liteebe blessed
by the weekly gatherings. Join our Numbers!

Place: Mike & Lois Vander Pol's

Time: Wednesdays/7:0®

Walking/Hiking-Frank Zuidema

The Christian life has often been compared to dK'wa
"journey." Join us for a balance of (1) Bible Sasdon "walking"
themes (half the weeks) and (2) day hikes fromtsinoat easy to
longer (several hours) and moderately strenuougeazflect on
our Christian walk in our daily lives.

Place: To be determined

Time: Sunday4.1:00am

Monday Night Life-Jeff & Marlys Hickox

Come join us as we learn how to become Good SamnaritThis
six-session DVD hosted by John Ortberg featurderdift global
Christian leaders helping us learn how to makefarénce today,
right where we live. This series takes Christiansof the seats

learn to recognize how all seven of these deadly skist and poisonand into the streets where, as the hands and fi&#rist, we live
our lives. Becoming aware, we can be healed byyoeat God who out the gospel, positively impacting those suffgrirom poverty,

offers forgiveness and new life freely if we juska
Place: Nettie Steenstra’s
Time: Tuesdays/8:4%/

Sailing-Ned Vander Pol

Brian Duyst
This group will be meeting to learn the basicsaifisg with
related bible devotions and study. We will spemd tlays sailing.
Cost for each person will not exceed $40 to coading expense.
Place: Ned Vander Pol's
First Meeting: February 2/7:06
Following meeting time: TBD

social injustice, pandemic diseases and more.
Place: Jeff & Marlys Hickox's
Time: Mondays/7:38M

Green Oak Ranch — Lou & Mary Anne Wagenveld

For Christians who sense a calling to go beyonil thatines, join
the Crossroads’ Bible Study as we study the bddluke with
residents of GOR, a grace-filled Christian resioratommunity
in Vista for those recovering from drug and alcoaddlictions.
Basic Bible study, honest talk and new relationship

Place: Green Oak Ranch Community Room

Time: Tuesdays/7:30/

%



Middle School Youth Leaders:
Danae & Paul Lapka 760.432.8876

Our meetings this month will be:

February 13 : 2:30-6:00 PM
Video Scavenger Hunt

At Megan Van Solkema'’s.
Dinner will be provided.

Drop-off and pick-up at the
Van Solkema's home.

(1641 Hawk Ridge Place,
Escondido).

***\/ideo cameras and
drivers will be needed; talk
to Danae if you can help with either of these.***

February 20: 7:00-9:00 p.m. Meeting at church.

Eighth graders take a snack to share with the group.

Cadets Boy's Club is for all boys in grades 4th-8th.
They meet on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month
from 7:00-9:00pM at Church.

Head Counselor: Lauren Jongetjes 760.761.4857

February 10 meeting at church.

February 24 meeting at church.

Watch the weekly bulletins for more details.

High School Youth:
Mark Vander Werf 760.432.8221

Our meetings this month will be:

(-&AL wawreR RETREAT

Feb. 5-7: SO-CAL WINTER RETREAT
(No High School Youth on Feb. 7)

**Watch the bulletin for exact High School Youth
meeting times and locations.**

GEMS Girl's Club is for all girls in grade 3rd-8th.
They meet the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the
month from 7:00-9:00PM at Church.

Head Counselor: Sue Wagenveld 760.738.0819

February 10 meeting at church.

February 24 meeting at church.

Watch the weekly bulletins for more details!
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The Crossroads Service Group is active every week in a
variety of service and outreach ministries in our community.
Feel free to join them for any of the following service
opportunities this month—more volunteers are always
welcome!

Thursday, February 4: Serve breakfast at Interfaith
Thursday, February 11: Serve dinner at Merle's Place

As always, anyone who has suggestions and/or questions for
the Service Group, or would like to participate in any of the
above service projects, can contact the group leader Pat
Medendorp at 760.747.2257.
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Are you a mother with young children at
home? Do you want a place where you can
go to have honest discussions about the joys

and challenges of being a mother? Come to
the Mothers of Young Children Group! Our

meetings this month will be on

Thursday, February 11 & 25. Our group will
meet at 9:30AM at church. Nursery and toddler

classes are provided. Talk to Joanie Geckler
or Sarah Verhoeven with any questions.
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Worship Team [Danae Lapka]

February 7: Anita Termaat, Paul & Danae Lapka, Dorissa Radersma,
Anthony Bons

February 14: Vicki Van Essen , Ella de Jong, Rebecca Ligtenberg, Dorissa Radersma,
Bill Stout, Jake Bons

February 21: Anita Termaat , Nichole Beutlich, Tyler & Tami Schemper,
Rachael Vander Werf, Graeme Koch

February 28: Vicki Van Essen , Jayne Jansen, Paul & Danae Lapka, Anthony Bons

Children’s Worship [Tami Schemper]

February 7: Christina Faber, Dan Stout, Sophie Kraus
February 14: Anna Vos, Kara Steenstra, Niels de Jong
February 21: Dorissa Radersma, Levi Faber, Jacob Stout
February 28: Heidi Vermaire, Annabelle Kraus, David Gomolka

Nursery/Child Care [Sarah Verhoeven & Jenny Varvel]

(*denotes person in charge)

February 7: Infant:*Amy Jongetjes, Lonnie Gorter, Trevor Vander Pol
Toddler: Mark Vander Werf, Alexis Van Zante

Infant:*Jenny Anderson, Joy Jasperse, Robert de Jong
Toddler: Barry Diehl, Kara Steenstra

Infant:*Nettie Steenstra, Lindsay Van Engen, John Steenstra
Toddler: Jonathan Beutlich, Megan Fears

Infant:*Silva de Jong, Marlys Hickox, Niels de Jong

Toddler: Gary Radersma, Jodi Van Solkema

February 14:
February 21:

February 28:

Ushers [Mike Carlson]

February 7: Brian Verhoeven (D), Levi Faber (D), Mark Steenstra, Eric de Jong,
Doug Van Solkema

Luke Varvel (D), Lois Vander Pol (D), George te Velde, Frank Bons,
Joy Jasperse

Randy Nagel (D), Jayne Kok (D), Terry Kok, Warren Van Dam,
Frank Zuidema

Brian Verhoeven (D), Randy Nagel (D), Jim Kroon, Lyle Gorter,
Gary Radersma

February 14:
February 21:

February 28:

Refreshments [Suanne Varvel]
February 7: (Dicky in charge) Anita Termaat, Kathie Turner, Carol Beezhold,
Linda Van Solkema
February 14: (Anna in charge) Rachael Vander Werf, Helen Veldkamp, Nettie Steenstra,
Sylvia Wilgenburg
February 21: (Suanne in charge) Serena Carlson, Pete De Baan, Marilyn Faber
February 28: (Silva in charge) Marlys Hickox, Shelly Katje, Maxine Van Engen,
Anneke de Jong

Opening/Closing  [Jeff Hickox]

02/07  Jeff Hickox
02/14  Brian Duyst
02/21 Tanno Gomolka
02/28 Brian Roberson

Sunday Greeters [Kathy Zuidemal]
Feb. George & Sue te Velde
Chet & Marilyn Faber

Sound Crew [Frank Bons]

02/07 George Tostado
02/14 Randy Nagel
02/21  Frank Steidl
02/28  Frank Bons

Projection Crew [Marlys Hickox]

02/07 Rod Koelewyn

02/14  Dan Stout/Marlys Hickox
02/21 Linda Van Solkema
02/28 Mike Schwab

Video Crew [Danae Lapka]

02/07 Haley Voorkamp
02/14  Michael Wagenveld
02/21 Robert de Jong
02/28 Ryan Bons

Prayer of God’s People [Office]

02/07  Pastor Mark Vermaire
02/14  Elder Lyle Gorter
02/21  Jo Henry

02/28 Tony Bons

Open Table [Bill & Elsa Stout]

02/07  Tony & Dicky Bons

02/14  Gary & Dorissa Radersma
02/21 Doug & Linda Van Solkema
02/28 George & Sue te Velde




February 7: General Fund & CCS Tuition Aid

February 14: General Fund & Crossroads’ Cadets
February 21: General Fund & Interfaith
February 28: General Fund & Mirtha Villafafie

The morning offerings are for our General Fund . Moneys collected pay for our own church’s operating expenses
(wages, insurance, utilities, etc.) as well as our denominational Ministry Shares (The Back to God Hour, CR World &
Home Missions, Calvin Seminary & College, etc.) Our NEW ‘09-'10 Budget commitment requires an avera ge
weekly offering of about $7,210.68.

February 14 will be Cadet Sunday . We will take an offering for our church’s Cadet Program—a Boys Club for boys in the
3rd-8th grade.

Calvin Christian School Tuition Aid are used to assist families from our church who are unable to pay full tuition.
Our commitment for the 2009-2010 school year is $25,025.00. Please prayerfully consider making a donation to this
fund throughout the school year.

Interfaith Community Center is a non-profit organization meeting the needs of individuals with food, shelter and job
training. Please remember this ministry in your giving.

Mirtha M. Villafafie R. who is affiliated with the Christian Reformed Church Home Missions is Crossroads new
Home Missionary. She also has the title of Hispanic Ministry Developer Southern California and Pastor of the Latin
American CRC.
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The Deacons report the following offerings from the past |
; i 0 H
month with thanks:
4
: F
December '09 General Fund Offerings: $ 52,510.81 = |
Year To Date General Fund Offerings: $ 237,879.23 '
(Fiscal Year June 2009-May 2010)
8
: $
Other December Offerings I
2
Tuition Aid $ 2,175.60
Crossroads Bible Institute $ 490.00
CRWRC $ 1,189.28
Green Oak Ranch $ 4500 | ! +=+)) / ?
Debt Reduction $ 100.00 $ -
CRHM-Melvin & April Jackson $ 461.90 : | 55 !
CRWM-The Geurinks $ 380.35 - e
1




